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or to sea are frequently used in cases of extreme
misbehaviour because they are found to pay so
well. Nursemaids and others for the same reason tell
frightening stories of dire calamity and horror and
hold out dreadful threats. They provide short cuts
to a quiet life and embody laws of fear which sometimes
yield effective, if degrading, ways of obtaining
discipline. " Would you please see what you can do

with him, Miss------? " requested the mother of a boy

aged five, attending a school in a rough, city district;
" His father has beaten him and I have, till his back
was all black and blue, and we daren't beat him any
more because of the neighbours and what they
might say if they got to know." The lad had
recently been admitted to school and his crime was
that of running home during play-time ; and the
parents feared the payment of a fine for his non-
attendance. " There is only one thing that makes
him good," the mother concluded, " and that is, I
tell him that a man will come with a big black bag
and will put him in it and will take him away. That
always frightens him and then he is good/'l The
headmistress knew that the boy would soon drop
the desire of running home at play-time because
she had had similar cases, and had already appealed

1 As mentioned on p. 100 the war has revealed very numerous
evil results of such foolish threats as these, but they are also at
other times disclosed. A boy aged three was brought to be
baptised, but when lifted so that he could see into the font,
he fought so strenuously and successfully that the service had to
be abandoned. Subsequent investigation shewed that his mother
had threatened on occasions when he had been " naughty/' that
she would put him in the copper. A great deal of evidence
might be gleaned to shew that a suitable association or environ-
ment is all that is needed in normal life to call forth such fears,
and that they also make up much of the latent content of dreams.